To  The  HARTLEY  WINTNEY 

Rural  District  Counci 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  ending  the 

Slst  December,  1895. 


•Gentlemen, 

The  estimated  population  to  the  middle  of  1895  is  25125 ; the  number  of  deaths  401,  and 
births  699.  This  gives  a death  rate  of  i5'96,  and  a birth  rate  of  27-82.  Last  year  the  death  rate 
was  io-33  only,  but  to  prevent  undue  congratulation  I must  point  out  that  this,  through  a series 
•of  years,  is  an  impossible  death  rate.  It  would  mean  that  ever}-  person  in  the  place  must  live  to 
an  average  of  100  years  or  more.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  during  1895  is  due  largely 
to  chest  complaints,  such  as  Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  Pleurisy,  and,  although  the  Death 
Certificates  do  not  give  Influenza  as  a cause  of  death  in  more  than  18  instances,  yet  I am 
convinced  that  to  this  disease  is  indirectly  attributable  a far  larger  number  of  deaths,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  foundations  of  disease  which  it  leaves  behind.  The  number  of  new  cases  of 
infectious  sickness  coming  to  my  knowledge  during  the  year  amounted  to  103,  these  being 
confined  chiefly  to  the  Aldershot  and  Aldershot  Camp  side  of  the  Union.  Dual  notification 
practically  does  not  exist, — the  cases  being  reported  by  the  Doctors  only.  By  looking  through 
Tables  A and  B,  which  are  attached  to  this  report,  you  will  see  exactly  the  numbers  of  deaths 
from  the  various  diseases. 

In  a former  Report  I advised  you  to  go  thoroughly  into  the  matter  of  Drains  and  Sewers, 
more  especially  in  Odiham  and  Crondall.  This  advice  I repeat.  The  sewering  of  Blackwater 
and  Hartley  Row  drags  along  slowly.  You  are  aware  that  many  years  ago  a scheme  of  sewage 
■disposal  was  formulated  by  Mr.  Lemon,  c.E.,  for  the  town  of  Odiham, — this  was  done  at  consider- 
able expense  and  allowed  to  drop. 

The  Frimley  Water  Works  Company  have  laid  down  pipes  to  the  top  of  Blackwater  and  into 
Farnborough,  and  I notice  they  are  also  being  laid  down  in  the  direction  of  Hawley,  so  that  the 
great  difficulty  of  finding  water  for  flushing  is  at  an  end,  and  as  there  is  plenty  of  suitable  land  in 
both  places  I hope  the  works  will  be  pushed  on.  What  with  the  Rivers  Pollution  Act,  and  the 
Thames  Conservancy  Board,  without  mentioning  the  dangerous  state  of  the  villages,  you  will  see 
that  something  must  be  done.  I advise  that  an  experienced  Sanitary  Engineer  be  consulted.  I 
have  been  so  impressed  by  the  village  system  of  sewerage  and  scavenging  at  Albury,  as  described 
by  the  M.O.H.  for  that  district,  that  I quote  his  short  paper  : 

Dr.  Lake,  says: — “Albury  is  a village  in  Surrey,  having  a population  at  the  1891  census  of  1,321,  in  254  inhabited 
houses.  Its  soil  generally  is  lower  greensand  with  clay  at  its  base ; in  the  northern  part  of  the  parish  there  are  chalk  and 
gravel.  The  Tillingbourne  stream  runs  through  the  parish. 

The  scavenging  scheme  for  this  parish  is  worked  on  the  voluntary  system  by  a committee,  and  includes  the  collection 
and  disposal  of  the  contents  of  earth  closets  and  cesspools,  and  the  disposal  of  sink  water. 

(a)  Earth  Closets.  In  order  to  cope  with  the  work  of  dealing  with  the  excremental  matter,  it  has  been  found  necessary 
to  convert  the  privies  formerly  in  use  into  earth  closets.  There  are  now  about  thirty-eight  in  operation,  and  I think  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  whole  of  the  privies  in  the  village  will  be  converted  into  earth  closets. 

The  receptacles,  which  a»e  moveable,  are  of  galvanized  iron,  costing  4s  each,  and  are  empted  twice  a week  by  a cart, 
and  conveyed  to  land  about  half-a-mile  from  the  village,  where  the  contents  are  used  as  manure.  The  collection  is  made 
between  the  hours  of  6 and  7 a.m.  The  area  used  is  a narrow  strip,  about  half  a mile  long,  and  the  working  cost  is  2d.  per 
week  per  closet. 

( b ) Cesspools.  These  receive  the  discharges  from  water-closets  only,  and  are  of  a capacity  varying  from  800  to  2,750 
gallons,  and  are  constructed  of  brickwork  faced  with  cement.  In  the  construction  of  these  cesspools,  considerable  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  dealing  with  the  strong  springs  of  water  which  were  met  with  whilst  the  cesspools  were  in  course  of 
construction,  and  it  was  found  necessary  to  resort  to  continual  pumping  day  and  night.  Some  of  the  springs  were  of 
-considerable  volume,  and  added  materially  to  the  cost  of  construction.  It  was,  however,  imperative  that  the  cesspools  and 
each  joint  of  the  drains  should  be  perfectly  water-tight,  otherwise  the  subsoil  water  would  have  encroached,  and  added 
considerably  to  the  cost  of  emptying. 

A permanent  iron  suction  pipe  is  fixed  in  each  cesspool,  terminating  a little  above  the  crown  of  the  dome.  This 
projecting  pipe  is  fitted  with  a brass  cap  and  gun-metal  screw,  and  protected,  when  not  in  use,  by  a cast-iron  cover.  When 
the  cesspool  has  to  be  emptied,  the  sewage  pump  is  placed  near  the  pipe,  the  brass  cap  is  removed,  and  a spiral  suction 
hose  attached  by  a brass  union  ; one  end  of  the  delivery  hose  is  then  fixed  to  the  pump,  and  the  other  to  the  projecting 
inlet  in  the  top  of  an  air-tight  sewage  cart  by  similar  brass  unions.  When  these  joints  are  properly  secured,  pumping 
proceeds,  without  any  offensive  odours  escaping.  It  takes  about  ten  minutes  to  fill  the  cart  (holding  250  gallons),  and 
when  it  is  full,  the  hose  is  disconnected,  the  caps  replaced,  and  the  sewage  carted  to  the  farm,  where  it  is  mixed  with  soil 
and  lime  and  applied  as  manure  to  the  land.  Although  provision  is  made  for  emptying  the  cesspools  during  the  night,  the 
committee  have  not  yet  been  asked  to  do  so,  as  no  nuisance  has  so  far  been  experienced. 

There  are  twenty-two  cesspools  at  present  in  use,  serving  eighteen  houses,  and  distributed  over  a narrow  area  about 
one-and-a-half  mile  long.  The  charge  made  for  emptying  is  2s.  6d.  per  load  of  250  gallons.  I cannot  say  what  the  cost  of 
the  construction  of  the  cesspools  has  been,  but  the  plant — consisting  of  one  tumbrel  cart,  one  air-tight  sewage  or  cesspool 
cart,  twenty-two  pipes  in  cesspools,  brass  and  iron  caps,  pump,  suction  and  delivery  hose,  wrenches,  &c.,  complete — 
cost  £100. 

(c)  Disposal  of  Sink  Water.  Sink  water  is  conveyed  by  separate  drains  into  settling  tanks,  from  which  it  is  discharged 
on  to  filter  beds  of  stone  and  gravel,  three  feet  in  depth,  and  about  four  feet  in  diameter.  From  the  filtering  beds  it  passes 
into  lateral  drains  constructed  of  stones  and  gravel,  and  ultimately  filters  through  the  earth  into  the  stream.  These  filters 
require  to  be  taken  out  and  washed  occasionally.  The  length  of  time  they  keep  in  order  varies  considerably  with  the 
amount  of  work  they  have  to  do.  If  reasonable  care  is  used,  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  wash  them  more  than  once  in  two 
years ; but  with  indifferent  use,  once  in  six  months  may  not  be  sufficient.” 

If  a work  of  this  sort  can  be  done  voluntarily  in  Surrey,  I see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
done  in  Hampshire,  and  if  it  will  evoke  public  spirit  in  Blackwater,  I,  for  one,  shall  be  much 
pleased. 


[P.T.O.] 


Farnborough. — I made  a special  report  on  the  Sewage  and  Sewage  Farm  here.  Closing 
orders  were  obtained  against  various  owners  of  houses  unfit  for  habitation  ; this  should  in  due 
time  be  followed  up  by  the  demolition  of  these  buildings,  otherwise  they  may  be  re-occupied  in 
some  undesirable  manner.  This  large  and  growing  parish,  abutting  on  Aldershot  Camp,  requires 
special  care  and  attention. 

Fleet. — I am  still  of  opinion  that  Urban  powers  should  be  obtained  for  this,  another  ever- 
growing place  ! Owing  to  your  persistent  action,  year  after  year,  the  Valley  of  the  Blackwater  is 
in  a better  state  than  I have  ever  known  it  during  the  25  years  I have  had  to  report  on  it, — it  is 
no  longer  the  home  of  Diphtheria  ; still,  the  higher  up  the  river  one  goes,  towards  the  Camp  farm 
and  Aldershot,  the  blacker  and  more  sewer-like  the  water  looks.  Fish  now  live  in  it  to  above 
Blackwater  Bridge. 


COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

Many  of  these  are  in  anything  but  good  and  safe  condition,  but  still,  matters  are  improving 
in  this  respect.  Many  of  the  London  Milk  Vendors  send  down  Inspectors,  declining  to  contract 
for  Milk  when  the  surroundings  are  not  satisfactory.  This  has  done  much  good,  the  instinct  of 
interest  being  raised  thereby.  It  should  be  more  clearly  understood  that  it  is  not  disease, — be  it 
Cholera  or  what  may — that  has  to  be  feared,  it  is  rather  the  filth  which  may  serve  as  a breeding 
ground  for  imported  infection.  I am  by  no  means  satisfied  with  the  large  Pig  Farms  in  Cove,  and 
it  would  be  shirking  my  duty  if  I failed  to  give  a warning  word  about  them. 

I advise  you  to  have  carried  out,  maturelj  and  without  haute , some  means  of  isolation  for 
spreading  diseases,  especially  for  first  cases.  The  watcher,  or  messenger  system,  answers  to  a 
great  extent,  and  when  it  is  not  more  successful  I can  trace  it  to  the  ineficiency  of  the  men 
employed,  or  the  desire  to  avoid  expense  in  not  employing  a sufficient  number.  For  so  far  I have 
disenfeeted  by  sulphur  fumes,  and  burned  a good  deal  of  bedding.— this  latter  must  be  done 
occasionally,  whether  a modern  disinfecting  apparatus  be  used  or  not.  In  a district  in  East 
Lothian  there  is  a movable  Hospital  in  the  form  of  Caravan,  each  van  having  two  beds,  and  being 
well  equipped.  A tent  goes  with  each  for  Nurse  and  cooking.  Vans  in  several  districts  can  be 
brought  together,  the  local  doctor  having  charge.  In  a large  scattered  Union  such  as  this  is  the 
matter  requires  consideration,  and  I put  this  forward  for  discussion. 

I have  tested  34  samples  of  water.  In  December  I made  a special  report  on  the  Sewage 
system  of  the  District  Schools,  Crondall,  and  I visited  Tamworth  together  with  your  Inspector,  in 
order  to  investigate  the  system  of  Sewage  disposal  there.  Both  Mr.  Sisterson  and  I advised  you 
against  it. 


In  July  I attended  the  L.G.B.  enquiry  at  Blackwater,  and  gave  evidence  touching  the  then 
proposed  site  for  the  disposal  of  the  sewage.  In  Cove,  Farnborough,  Fleet,  and  other  places  the 
old  damp  cottage  is  giving  way  to  the  modern  one,  which  is  a great  improvement,  allowing  more 
space,  air  and  light. 

I regret  to  see  the  Pail  system  is  so  much  in  favour,  seeing  that  the  Earth  system  is  so 
far  superior.  I see  more  vigour  and  health  about  the  children  of  the  modern  cottage,  and 
certainly  there  is  a vast  improvement  in  the  tone  of  the  occupiers  in  every  way, 

The  cloak  room  accommodation  in  the  National  and  Board  Schools  is  totally  defective,  and 
is  a fruitful  source  of  spreading  disease,  especially  Scarlet  Fever.  This  should  be  brought  to  the 
notice  of  School  Managers  in  an  authorative  manner. 

I append  the  Reports  of  the  three  Inspectors, 

And  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  J.  DENNY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Blackwatkr,  Hants, 

March,  1896. 


C.  J.  DENNY,  Eso., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Hartley  Wintney  Rural  District  Council. 


FLEET, 

WINCHFIELD, 

3rd  March,  1896. 


Dear  Sir, 

I beg  to  hand  you  an  account  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  1895,  in  the  various 
parishes  for  which  I am  Inspector  of  Nuisances  in  the  Hartley  Wintney  District. 


No. 


Houses  disinfected  after  the  existence  of  infectious  disease  21 
Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

New  Privies  built  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Privies  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  n 

Ditto  cleaned  out,  &c.  . . ...  . . . . . . . . 31 

New  drains  to  sinks  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Foul  ditches  cleaned  out  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Ordinary  nuisances  abated  . . . . . . . . . . 23 

New  Cesspits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

New  Wells  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

House  unfit,  condemned  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Dilapidated  houses  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Filthy  Pigstyes  cleaned  out  . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Old  Wells  cleaned  out  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

New  Houses  built  with  proper  water  supply,  &c.  . . . . 26 

Dairies  and  Cow  Stalls  inspected  . . . . . . . . 38 

Drainage  of  Cow  Stalls  improved  . . . . . . . . 5 


We  again  cleaned  out  the  River  Blackwater,  from  Aldershot  boundary  to  our  boundary  near 
Swallowfield  ; as  you  know  the  condition  of  this  River  is  very  much  improved. 

The  drainage  of  Hartley  Wintney  is  still  delayed,  because  of  the  difficulty  of  getting  land  to 

treat  the  Sewage. 

I have  given  up  the  Sewering  of  the  Village  of  Blackwater,  as  I do  not  understand  pumping 
of  sewage,  which  appears  to  be  necessary'  in  this  case. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  R.  SISTERSON. 


ODIHAM, 


To  C.  J.  DENNY,  Eso., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

To  the  Hartley  Wintney  Rural  District  Council. 


HANTS, 

March  2nd,  1896. 


Dear  Sir, 


I beg  to  hand  yrou  an  account  of  the 
during  the  year  1895. 


Sanitary'  Work  done  in  the  9 parishes  I represent. 

No. 


New  Houses  inspected  and  Certificates  granted  for  water 
supply 

New  Water  Supply  to  old  houses 

Wells  repaired 

New  Privies  to  old  houses 

Houses  Limewashed,  &c.,  after  Fever,  & c. 

Privies  cleaned  out 
Dilapidated  houses  renovated 
Cases  of  over-crowding  abated 
Dung  heaps  removed 
Ditches  cleaned  out 
Pigstyes  removed 
Ditto  cleaned  out 
Drains  cut  off  or  diverted 
Urinals  drained 

Dairies  and  Cow  Sheds  inspected  (twice) 

Notices  served  to  Liniewash  Cow  Sheds 
Notices  served  to  repair  Drains  of  Cow  Sheds 
Bakehouses  Limewashed 

Houses  and  premises  inspected  during  the  y'ear 
Cautioned  as  to  cleanliness  of  Ash  pits 
,,  ,,  ,,  Privy  pits 

,,  ,,  ,,  Pigstyes 

,,  as  to  condition  of  Drains  . . 

,,  as  to  Liniewashing 


10 
9 
5 
9 

29 

18 

5 

2 

14 

15 
2 

U 

29 

4 

24 

11 
4 
9 

321 

30 

19 
13 

24 

10 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  WHITEHORN,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Hartley  Wintney  Rural  District  Council. 


PARISH  OF  FARNBOROUGH. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Dear  Sir, 

I beg  to  submit  a Report  for  the  past  year  of  the  Sanitary  Work  done  by  the 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


No.  of 

Complaints  received 

18 

9 9 

Nuisances  found  . . 

. . 107 

99 

Nuisances  abated  on  preliminary  notice 

S8 

99 

Nuisances  abated  on  formal  notice 

. . io 

99 

Nuisances  (proceedings  taken)  . . 

i 

9 9 

Privies  abolished 

16 

99 

Cesspits  abolished 

12 

99 

Infected  houses  cleansed. . 

15 

99 

Unregistered  Dairymen 

4 

99 

Unregistered  Dairymen  Registered 

. . 2 

99 

Visits  paid  to  Milk  Shops 

..  42 

99 

,,  ,,  Slaughter  houses 

24 

99 

,,  ,,  Public  Schools 

8 

99 

,,  ,,  Workshops 

13 

9 9 

,,  ,,  Caravans,  &c, 

6 

99 

Insanitary  Dwellings  reported  . . 

8 

99 

,,  ,,  (proceedings  taken)  . . 

7 

Remarks — Special  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  centres  of  infectious  outbreaks.  Restriction 
placed  upon  Schools  and  Workshops,  though  the  source  of  infection  at  all  times  appears  to  be  the 
adjoining  military  camp. 

The  3 Acre  Sewage  Farm  is  now  disused,  and  the  Sewage  matter  treated  entirely  on  the 
9 acre  beds.  This  irrigation  area  is  quite  inadequate  for  the  effectual  treatment  of  the  matter  now 
flowing  on  to  it,  and  it  is  very  necessary’  that  a more  modern  system  of  treatment  should  be 
adopted. 

The  effluent  from  this  farm  shows  improvement,  but  the  crude  sewage  from  the  North  Camp 
farm  is  still  allowed  to  flow  into  the  Blackwater.  The  North  Camp  Sewage  Farm  is  outside  this 
district.  Nine  new  air  shafts’ have  been  erected  on  the  line  of  Sewers,  and  other  improvements  in 
progress. 

I remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  HUXDEY. 


